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at about 5 P. M., she again became convulsed, and had several in rapid 
succession. We had thus far emptied the stomach and bowels, ruptured the 
membranes, and administered chloroform, and all without avail. The chlo¬ 
roform acted well so long as it was inhaled, but as we could not obtain 
a trustworthy person to administer it in our absence, we determined to 
give bromide of potassium in fifteen grain doses hourly, and be governed 
by its effects; we reasoned from its effects in epilepsy and other nervous 
affections. From the time of its first administration to the termination 
of parturition, a period of 21| hours, she never had another convulsion, 
nor has she since. The bromide was given five hours in succession, or 
about seventy-five grains; allowing some to have been wasted, she got 
fully gj. Being now quiet and somnolent (the stertor having ceased), the 
intervals were lengthened, and it was only given to allay restlessness. On 
the morning of the 2d, I found she could be aroused ; pulse 85 ; sensible to 
the pain of labour which was now advancing slowly ; would answer ques¬ 
tions in monosyllables, but evidently did not like to be disturbed ; os dilat¬ 
ing ; there was considerable anesthesia. Bromide was now given every 
four hours and discontinued at 12^ P. M.; child was born at 2J P. M. 
It was eighteen inches long, and the epidermis was peeling ; should judge 
it to have been 8J months old; placenta came away and uterus contracted 
as in a natural labour. She took in all 3ii ss bromide of potassium 
from 5 P. M. May 1st, to 12£ P. M. May 2d, a period of nineteen and a 
half hours. She remained soporose until the morning of the 3d, and 
then awakened as from a prolonged sleep, and remembered nothing of the 
past, not even that she had had a child. I could obtain none of her 
urine’ until thirty hours after her confinement; it contained no albumen, 
but she complained of vertigo and other cerebral symptoms, with oedema 
of feet and legs, before sending for me. This is, so far as I know, the 
first case of puerperal convulsions treated by the bromide of potassium, 
and I ask for it a more extended trial; should such another case present 
itself, I would not induce premature labour, but exhibit the remedy at once. 

Citric Acid in Metritis. By Charles W. Oleson, M.D., of Bloom- 
in gdale, Ill. 

Mrs. M. K., primipara, was delivered, May 2d, after a slow but unas¬ 
sisted labour, of a healthy male child. 

Several days previous to her confinement, I had been summoned on 
account of severe lancinating pains, situated in right iliac region and ex¬ 
tending into hip. These pains were speedily relieved by a few doses of 
the compound ipecac, powders. After the accouchement, beyond slight 
strangury, which was relieved by the application of cloths wrung out of 
warm water to the vulva, she did well until the evening of the fifth day, 
when the pain reappeared, but of a more severe nature and extending over 
the entire hypogastrium. The tongue soon became covered with a white, 
pasty coat, the pulse ranged from 120 to 130, the lochia was suppressed, 
the stools were frequent and thin, the appetite lost, the womb became ex¬ 
quisitely tender when touched, and the patient tossed in bed vainly seeking 
by change of position to relieve her distress. I ordered a warm epithem 
of hops and camphor, to be renewed every two hours, and gave half a tea¬ 
spoonful of castor oil. The cathartic expelled some hardened feces, after 
which the discharges became less frequent and of better consistency. I also 
gave two drops of fluid ext. of verat. viride every three hours, and to 
procure rest and relieve pain half a grain of sulph. morph, and 6 grains 
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of bromide potassium every two hours. Nevertheless the pain continued, 
with but short intervals of rest, for two days, and the patient had by 
this time become exhausted, and there was yet no apparent prospect of 
a cessation of the pain. At this juncture, I concluded to make a trial of 
citric acid, in regard to the efficacy of which to relieve pain I had pre¬ 
viously satisfied myself in a patient with scirrhus of the left mamma. I 
gave R.—Acid, citric. 3'j ! Aqua, %\ v. — M. Sig. — Teaspoonful every 
two hours. At my next visit, I was informed that relief followed the 
first dose, and that, save some slight twinges, no pain had since been 
felt. The fever ceased, the tongue speedily became clean, the appetite and 
lochia returned, and, what was most gratifying, there was no return of the 
pain, though the womb remained tender for several days. With tr. ferri 
chlor. and quinia as a tonic and the substitution of fresh lemons as more 
palatable than the mixture, the patient rapidly convalesced, and is now 
engaged in her household duties. Since then, I have used the acid in 
severe after-pains, and have been highly pleased with the prompt allevia¬ 
tion of distress that it affords. 

A Case of Voluntary Self-Emasculation. Reported by D. N. Ran¬ 
kin, M.D., Physician to Western Penitentiary of Pennsylvania. 

W. J. D., aged 23 years, a prisoner in the Western Penitentiary of 
Pennsylvania, deserted from the rebel army in January, 1863, in West 
Virginia, and afterwards enlisted in the United States army, remaining 
there until May of the same year, when he deserted from it also, and made 
his way to Columbus, Ohio. Soon afterwards he passed over into Penn¬ 
sylvania, and wandered about, through the mountainous regions of that 
State, until he incidentally met with a suitable accomplice, who was 
equally depraved in character, and as willing to undertake anything 
ever so reckless and criminal, providing it would lead to the acquisition of 
money. They arrived at Pittsburg on the 3d of December, 1863, and, 
on the next night, broke into and robbed the post office at West Browns¬ 
ville, Pa,, a village in the neighbourhood of Pittsburg, in which act he 
was captured, but his companion in guilt, unfortunately for the community, 
escaped. He was tried, convicted, and sentenced to hard labour and soli¬ 
tary confinement in the Western Penitentiary for the term of ten years. 

During the early part of his confinement, he seemed to endure his 
punishment as well as the generality of the prisoners do, until May 6th, 
1866, at which period I received an urgent summons to hasten to the 
prison to see a man who had attempted to commit suicide. On my arrival 
I found that, by means of the knife with which he had been in the habit 
of cutting his meat and bread, Davids had, after sharpening it on the 
stone floor, deliberately removed both his testicles. 

When asked what motive had induced him to such a barbarous act, 
he said that for some considerable time he had been terribly tormented, 
during his sleeping hours, with such annoying, lascivious dreams, that at 
length they had become insupportable, and supposing the testicles were the 
cause of all this trouble, he had determined to rid himself of the offending 
organs. After having thus made up his mind, he fixed upon the approach¬ 
ing Sunday for carrying into effect his resolution. When the time arrived, 
and he had made the proper preparation for the operation, by sharpening 
his knife, he commenced by making one cut that penetrated merely through 
the integuments of the scrotum, when, his courage failing, he postponed 
the operation to the next Sunday, but on this day his fortitude was insuffi- 



